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However, all was not yet lost. Meade had again thought of Hancock, and as the day before he sent him to stop the rout of the First and Eleventh Corps, so again ho ordered him to assume command on the left. Once more he was in the fight. A half-hour of daylight yet remained, but it was long enough to enable him to rally some of our scattered troops, face them once more to the front, gather reinforcements, drive back the enemy, and restore our broken lines.
Few of our troops slept during this night. The Second Corps went back and was put in position on Cemetery Ridge by General Hancock, who all the night long labored to strengthen this line. The men gathered rocks and fence-rails, and used them to erect a light breastwork.
This closed the second day of the great battle ; and Hancock, who had saved the army by his presence on the 1st of July, had saved the critical position on the 2d. On the fall of Sickles, he had assumed command of the Third Corps as well as the Second, placing the latter under the immediate orders of General Gibbon, and established his headquarters well up to the front, midway between Cemetery Ridge and Little Bound Top.ont of the wheat-field. Until toward dark the fight had certainly gone against us, and the battle had extended along the line, to the right, almost half-way to the cemetery. The evening and our prospects grew dark together. The Third Corps had been driven back, broken and shattered, its commander wounded and carried from the field. The troops that had gone to its support fared no better, and every man felt that the situation was grave.destructiveo iijLfht tho bailie. Major Mitchell foundbe more advantageous thar
